Materials and Methods
Patients' samples.
Plasma was sampled from 129 patients whose triglyceride values had been found to equal or exceed 4 .00 g/L after a 12-h fast, according to Lipid Research Clinics protocol (8 Chylomicrons were observed as a distinct ring of stained material surrounding the well in which the sample was loaded (origin). A trace of material at the origin was interpreted as no chylomicrons present, because this material is also observed in excessive trailing of very-low-density lipoprotein.
Results and Discussion
The observed range of triglyceride values was 4.00-97.60 g/L, with a mean of 11.23 (SD 11.7) g/L. We recommend that agarose-gel electrophoresis be routinely performed by laboratories on all samples with triglyceride concentrations exceeding 4 .00 g/L, if patients are to be adequately characterized for treatment as having type IV or type V hyperlipoproteinemia, and that the possibility of increased triglyceride concentrations being due to non-fasting before sampling be considered in evaluation. 
